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The world’s pharmaceutical sector is in a state of 
transition. The global credit crunch and subsequent 
economic downturn has changed industry sectors 

dramatically, in some cases beyond recognition. When we 
embarked on the 2008 Pharma 40 list, it was clear that 
the industry faced significant challenges. Those, I’m sorry 
to say, have not disappeared, although it may seem like 
that. Instead, they have gone to the middle of a large pile  
of the more immediate challenges to be addressed.

Among the pressing 
issues are blockbuster 
drugs nearing the end of 
their patents, increasingly 
rigorous legislation, the 
growing threat posed by 
counterfeiters, a lack of 
affordable financing and 
the need by business to 
re-invent itself to survive 
the economic downturn. 

But this isn’t a completely downbeat story. Many industry 
watchers believe that of the sectors facing challenging 
times, pharmaceutical manufacturers are perhaps better 
positioned than most to ride out the economic storm, 
and may even benefit from it.

That is perhaps why the 2009 Pharma 40 looks like it 
does. Last year, the top ten was dominated by science, 
with the number one slot going to Mario C Capecchi, 
Oliver Smithies and Sir Martin J Evans. The judging 
panel concluded that this was the result of the need for 
pharma to find that next big winner. This year, while 
some of the key players from the world’s biggest pharma 
make it in there, regulations will be the great definer of 
the year ahead. The most obvious demonstration of that 
is the entry of the new US president at number one. 

World Pharmaceutical Frontiers presents its 
annual list of the 40 most influential people 
in the industry, as judged by industry experts. 
Editor Andrew Tunnicliffe reveals the results.
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 1	 Barak Obama, US President

 2	 Sir Michael Rawlins, 
chairman of the National 
Institute of Health & 
Clinical Excellence

 3	 Thomas Lönngren, 
executive director, EMEA

 4	 Janet Woodcock, director, 
Center for Drug Evaluation 
and Research, USFDA

 5	 Shlomo Yanai, 
president and CEO, Teva 
Pharmaceuticals 

 6	 Bill and Melinda Gates,  
co-chairs, Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation

 7	 Shao Mingli, commissioner, 
Chinese State FDA

 8	 Surinder Singh, drugs 
controller general, India

 9	 Daniel Vasella,  
CEO, Novartis

10	 Arthur Levinson, chairman 
and CEO, Genentech

11	 Andrew Witty, CEO, GSK

12	 Robert Langer,  
Langer Labs

13	 Margaret Chan,  
director general, WHO

14	 Mark Walport, director,  
UK Wellcome Trust

15	 Charles E Grassley,  
chairman, Senate  
Finance Committee 

16	 Richard T Clark, chairman, 
president and CEO,  
Merck & Co

17	 Joseph Herring, chairman 
and CEO, Covance

18	 Martin Mackay,  
head R&D, Pfizer 

19	 Andrew C von Eschenbach, 
commissioner, USFDA 

20	 Arthur Higgins, chairman, 
Bayer Healthcare Executive 
Committee/EFPIA president

21	 Anji Reddy, chairman,  
Dr Reddy’s Laboratories

22	 Roger L Williams, 
executive VP and CEO,  
US Pharmacopeia 

23	 James Alexander Thomson, 
director of regenerative 
biology, Morgridge Institute 
for Research

24	 Julio Montagnier, director, 
World Foundation for AIDS 
Research and Prevention

25	 James M Cornelius, 
chairman and CEO,  
Bristol-Myers Squibb

26	 Chris Viehbacher, CEO, 
Sanofi Aventis

27	 Bill Clinton, founder,  
The Clinton Foundation

28	 John R Seffrin, CEO, 
American Cancer Society

29	 Billy Tauzin, president  
and CEO, PhRMA

30	 Carl Icahn, investor

31	 Frances M Visco, 
president, National Breast 
Cancer Coalition

32	 Bernard Poussot,  
president and CEO,  
Wyeth Pharmaceuticals

33	 Ranga R Iyer, president, 
Organisation of 
Pharmaceutical Producers 
of India

34	 M Cass Wheeler, CEO, 
American Heart Association 

35	 Ronald D Luff, director 
analytical trials, Quest 
Diagnostics

36	 Fred Hassan, president, 
IfPMA, and chairman/CEO, 
Schering-Plough Corporation

37	 Leslie Dan, former president 
and CEO, Novopharm

38	 Nancy Pelosi, speaker 
of the House of 
Representatives

39	 Jeffrey Kindler, CEO, Pfizer

40	 Shinya Yamanaka, 
professor, Kyoto University/
Gladstone Institute of 
Cardovascular Disease
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